
ENGL 583/CI 566
Topics in Writing Pedagogy and Design

Instructors/Directors of the University of Illinois Writing Project 
Dr. Sarah McCarthey, Dr. Elizabeth Morley, Dr. Paul Prior

June 13-July 8, 2011
M, T, W, Th, F 9:00-4:00
Undergraduate Library

Instructor contact information:
Dr. Sarah McCarthey: 244-1149, mccarthe@illinois.edu
Dr. Elizabeth Morley: 333-8796 elmorley@illinois.edu
Dr. Paul Prior: pprior@illinois.edu

Office Hours: one of us will be available daily at the end of class or by appointment
Credit: 4 hours

Overview:
The course examines the relationships among writing studies, theories of pedagogy, and the practice of the writing teacher and administrator. Typical topics include Writing Program Design and Administration; Writing, Thinking, and Problem Solving; The Classroom as a Research Site; Collaborative Learning; and Writing Across the Curriculum and Discourse Communities. 

The course is taught in the format that is consistent with the goals, standards, and design of the National Writing Project’s Summer Institute. It is an intensive course in which students read professional texts, write their own texts, respond to literature, respond to peers’ writing, demonstrate a 90-minute theoretically informed writing lesson, and produce a digital portfolio. The focus of this Summer Institute will emphasize using digital media in the 21st Century. The overarching goal of the course is to improve the teaching of writing and the use of writing across the disciplines by providing professional development experiences for teacher-leaders at all grade levels, K–16, and in all curricular areas.

Required Readings
Book 1: Teaching the New Writing: Technology, Change, and Assessment in the 21st-Century Classroom. Herrington, Hodgson, and Moran, Eds. National Writing Project. New York: Teachers College Press, 2009.

All the following texts are available from the Writing Project library. Participants are asked to check them out and return by the end of the course. Select one of the following books or another book in the Writing Project library for Book Club 2 and 3:
What A Writer Needs, Fletcher, Ralph. Heinemann, 1992.
Nonfiction Matters: Reading, Writing, and Research in Grades 3-8. Harvey, Stephanie. Stenhouse Publishers, 1998.
Strategic Writing: The Writing Process and Beyond in the Secondary English Classroom, Dean, Deborah. National Council of Teachers of English, 2006.
Writing Our Communities: Local Learning and Public Culture. Winter, Dave and Robbins, Sarah. National Council of Teachers of English, 2005.
New Literacies: Changing Knowledge and Classroom Learning. Lankshear, Colin, and Michele Knobel. New York: McGraw-Hill, 2004. 
Laptops and Literacy. Warschauer, Mark. New York: Teachers College Press, 2006.
Making the Most of the Web in Your Classroom. Green, Timothy; Brown, Abbie Robinson, LeAnne. Corwin Press, 2007.
Digital Storytelling in the Classroom: New Media Pathways to Literacy, Learning, and Creativity, Ohler, Jason. Corwin Press, 2007.
Assignments
1. Attendance and Participation 
This course is conducted as a seminar and workshop; thus, it is important for students to attend all classes, read all assignments, and participate in all activities. 
2. Demonstration Lesson
Each participant will demonstrate a 90-minute lesson that corresponds to the requirements of the National Writing project. This includes providing your contentions (how your lesson is grounded in research and theory about writing), modeling, engaging peers in a writing activity, and a debriefing session in which participants get feedback from others. You will receive individual coaching from a director, instructor, or peer to prepare for the theoretically informed and research grounded demonstration.
3. Digital Portfolio
All students will create a digital portfolio that will be posted on the uiwp website. The portfolio will consist of the following elements:
a. Demonstration. Participants will write up their demonstration, which may contain a PowerPoint or other materials used for the demonstration.
b. Reflection. Participants will reflect on their demonstration, feedback for peers, and make recommendations about changes in the lesson.
c. Selected writing. Students will write on a daily basis. 
d. Description of e-anthology submission.
e. Response to Book Club A. 
f. Response to book Club B. 
g. Video. 
h. Blog. 
i. [bookmark: _GoBack]Cover letter.
Due Date for all portfolios: July 8, 2011
Grading Procedures. Grading will follow the usual procedures of the University of Illinois. Grades will be determined by the completion of all components of the portfolios as well as the quality of the work.
90-100=A
80-89=B
70-79=C
60-69=D
Below 60=F
Schedule and Activities
Every day participants will engage in reading professional texts; writing; responding to peers in writing groups; participating in a demonstration; and engaging in a variety of digital media related activities including videotaping and production, podcasts, creating a digital portfolio, and blogging. 
Policies
Accommodation for Disabilities: We will make accommodations for all participants with disabilities to attend and participate in the course/institute. 
Academic Honesty and Freedom: We expect that participants will follow university procedures regarding academic honesty. All work on the digital portfolios is expected to be the student’s work, following all copyright laws.
