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This document provides some basic questions about literacy practices and values. You will probably not want to ask all the questions identified here.  Rather, you’ll want to think of a focus and select those questions from this list that help you get at the focus you have chosen.  You might also have to revise the questions we provide here and to write some of your own questions.  
Important Note to Participants:  

If you are a participant submitting a literacy narrative to the DALN, we encourage you to submit examples of texts that you read or wrote (poems, letters, school papers, music, web sites, videos, old report cards, etc.) as well as photographs of you, your family, your school, your home, your favorite books, your childhood picture books.  Digitize these materials and upload them along with your narrative on the DALN web site <http://daln.osu.edu/> provide texture and depth to a story. 

Demographic Information

•
Parents’ Literacy Histories:  Can you tell us any stories about where your parents grew up? Went to school?  What literacy values and practices characterized their family lives?  In what reading/writing/computing activities did they engage?  What careers they pursued?  What reading/writing they did within their professions?

•
Grandparents’ Literacy Histories:  Can you tell us any stories about where your grandparents grew up? Went to school?  What literacy values and practices characterized their family lives?  In what reading/writing/computing activities did they engage?  What careers they pursued?  What reading/writing they did within their professions?



•
What important political and/or social events do you remember hearing about or reading about in the newspaper when you were a child growing up? When you were a teenager? Please list as many of these as possible.  (Ask this question of everybody.)

Early Exposure to Literacy

•
Can you tell us how/when/why you learned to read and write?  Can you tell us any stories about when/ how/why you learned to read and write?

•
What kinds of reading materials were present in your home?  In your room?  Can you tell us any stories about your reading when you were young?

•
What kinds of writing did you do when you were very young?   Where/when/why did you write? Can you tell us any stories about your writing when you were young?

•
Did your mother and father/grandparents read at home?  If so, what did they read? (newspapers. magazines, the Bible or the Koran,  other religious texts, signs, pamphlets).  Can you tell us any stories about their reading materials?  Their reading habits?

•
Did your father or mother/grandparents write on a regular basis?  If so, what did they write, for what purpose, and where (letters, shopping lists, religious documents, community or organizational material, reports)? Can you tell us any stories about the things they wrote?  Their writing habits?

•
Did anyone ever read to you when you were young?  What books? Can you tell us any stories about this?

•
Did your mother or father have any sayings or proverbs about reading or writing?  Your grandparents?  Can you tell us any stories about these?

•
Did you have any hobbies when you were growing up?  When you were a teenager?  Can you tell us any stories?

•
Who were your heroes when you were growing up?  Who did you want to be like?   When you were a child?  When you were a teenager?   Why?  Can you tell us any stories about this?

•
Did you ever play at reading and writing?  Did you play school?  Pretend you were writing?  Pretend you were reading? Can you tell us any stories about this?
School Age Exposure to Literacy

Can you tell any stories about the kinds of reading and writing activities you did between the ages of six and ten?   You might want to use some of the following questions to jog your memory:
•
Do you remember any favorite books you read at school? Can you tell us any stories?
•
Do you remember any of the writing tasks you did?  Any assignments? Can you tell us any stories?
•
What subjects did you study? Can you tell us any stories?
•
What subject did you like best?  Least?  Why? Can you tell us any stories?
•
Do you remember any of your teachers and the role they play in your literacy activities—either positive or negative?  Can you tell us any stories?
•
What kind of reading and writing and speaking activities  did you do after school?  For church?  For play?   Did you keep a diary? Write plays or stories?  Write letters?  Frequent chat rooms online?  Write fan fiction?

Can you tell any stories about the kinds of reading and writing activities you did between the ages of eleven and eighteen  (secondary school and high school)?   You might want to use some of the following questions to jog your memory:

•
Do you remember any favorite books you read at school? Can you tell us any stories?

•
Do you remember any of the writing tasks you did?  Any assignments? Can you tell us any stories?

•
What subjects did you study? Can you tell us any stories?

•
What subject did you like best?  Least?  Why? Can you tell us any stories?

•
Do you remember any of your teachers and the role they play in your literacy activities—either positive or negative?  Can you tell us any stories?

•
What kind of reading and writing and speaking activities did you do after school?  For church?  For play?  Did you keep a diary? Write plays or stories?  Write letters?  Frequent chat rooms online?  Write fan fiction?

•
What did your friends think about writing and reading when you were young?  A teenager?  Can you tell us any stories about this?

•
What did you want to do/be when you were a child?  A teenager?  A twenty something?

Miscellanenous (but good!) Questions
•
Do you use computers or other digital technologies for reading and composing?  Cellphones? Text Messaging?  Email?  Other applications?  

•
Can you tell us a story about when you learned to use a computer?  Can you tell us a story about reading and composing on computers?

•
Can you tell us a story about an argument you had (with a teacher, with a family member, with a peer) about reading and/or composing?

•
Can you tell us a story about a time when you felt illiterate?

•
Do you have any secret/private literacy practices?
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