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Book Groups Hand Out


Book Groups

Tips for organizing your book group

· Where will you meet?

· What are your group norms for beginning and ending times?

· Who will lead the discussion?  Will we rotate this responsibility?

· Decide as a group how your meeting time will be organized.  Consider what portion of the allotted time will be spent reading, discussing, blogging, etc.

· Decide as a group how the reading is to be tackled:  a certain number of pages or chapters each day?  Everyone read a different chapter and then share the information (jigsaw)?  Break into sub groups at first to read different books, then meet as a larger group to share thematic discussion?

Below are book discussion ideas and questions you might find helpful:

Book Discussion Ideas

· Look at each book for what it is, rather than what it is not.

· Make positive comments first.  Express what you liked about the book, and why.
· After all have had the opportunity to comment on what they appreciated about the book, begin discussion about difficulties you had with the book.  Try to express these difficulties in questions rather than broad declarative statements. [i.e. How would this work in a classroom of third graders?]
· Some summary will be necessary in thematic book groups – keep it short.
· Listen to what is said, rather than who said it.
· Respond to comments, rather than just waiting for an opportunity to share your comments.
· When commenting, address the whole group.
Adapted from Book Discussion Guidelines by Ginny Moore Krause & Kathleen T. Horning.
Discussion Questions for Nonfiction

· What did you find surprising about the facts introduced in this book?

· How has reading this book changed your opinion of a certain person or topic?

· Does the author present information in a way that is interesting and insightful, and if so, how does he or she achieve this?

· If the author is writing on a debatable issue, does he or she give proper considerations to all sides of the debate?  Does he or she seem to have a bias?

· How has the book increased your interest in the subject matter?

· What themes do these have in common? Discuss as a book group the essential themes and ideas to share out with the whole group.

