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            University of Illinois Writing Project

Individual writing time in the Summer Institute is time for you as a writer.  It

can be a time to explore a genre that you haven’t tried before or develop a piece of writing you’ve already started.  You should feel free to take off on any notions that come to your mind whether they are professional ideas or personal thoughts.  You will want to share most of your writing with your writing group or more broadly in your blog, but sometimes you may not want to make a piece public yet.  Even when you share, you don’t have to show your work to others unless you want to; you can simply read aloud to them.

For the first day of writing, consider writing about your ideas for a demonstration, either brainstorming different possibilities or developing one idea with contentions and activities.  Another possibility is to begin with the writing you did at the Pre-Institute Dinner about your memories of writing and expand on those memories.  Perhaps you want to look at your whole history of writing or some other aspect of your education.

If you need an idea to get you started, here are some Quick Writes.  These are from Donald Graves and Penny Kittle’s book My Quick Writes for Inside Writing (2005).  Here are their guidelines for Quick Writes (p. 3):

Write rapidly for ten minutes.

Change nothing.

Lower your standards.  (Let everything in without judging the quality of the piece.)
Let your own thinking guide you, not the prompt.  Allow yourself to follow tangents. 

1. Write about a chore you had as a child.

2. Describe a scene featuring you and your favorite pet.

3. Think about a photograph you have a strong emotional attachment to.  Tell who is in the photograph and why you treasure it.

4. Write about food.

5. Finish the phrase “I’m from . . .” with concrete images from your past.  If you get stuck, just write “I’m from” and finish with anything that pops into your head.

6. Write about an incident when you were learning to drive.

7. Try writing in the voice of someone you know well.  How does this person see the world?  What is she or he thinking?  Write in first person and present tense.
8. What stories do your hands tell?

9. Think about a dance you went to in middle or high school.  Zoom in on all the details you remember.

10. List the names of four students you feel strongly about.  Choose one student and write why you feel strongly about him or her.

11. What is it like to be a new teacher?

12. Choose an important time in your life and write about the music you remember connected to those memories.  Write about that kind of music generally or choose one particular song.

13. Write the dialogue of a conversation with your mother or your father.

14. Write a first person story from the point of view of your great-grandmother or great-grandfather.

University of Illinois Writing Project Organizational Writing Tip
Set up a folder on your desktop to keep your individual writings together. Give each one a date or a title.
As you write, you will often think of ideas for future writing.  Be sure to jot those down on paper or another computer file.
KEY ORGANIZATIONAL RECOMMENDATION


Set up a UIWP folder on your desktop to keep your individual writings together. Give each one a date or a title. As you write, you will often think of ideas for future writing.  Be sure to jot those down on single sheet of paper or, better yet, within a single Word document in your UIWP folder.











