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Responses to Demonstrations

Each group will write a letter of response to each demonstration.  We will model the response process on the first day of the Institute.  You will look at the presentation through four lenses below. Give specific examples for each lens. Try crafting your response into a unique form, such as a video, audio tape, collage, or some other medium.

1. Affect and Motivation—Why would we or our students want to seriously engage with the task at hand?  Does it make sense to us?  Bring us pleasure?  Address a concern or interest we have?  We then discuss how we felt during participation.  What emotions did the lesson seem to evoke from us?  How does the demonstration show respect for learners and their feelings?  How does it motivate them?

2. Articulating Best Practice—Why does this practice “feel right”?  How does the demonstration positively affect learning?  How does it address common problems in the field?  Would this teacher’s beliefs apply to other demonstrations?  Would this demo enhance the literacy learning of a highly diverse group of learners? 

3. English/Language Arts Standards—How does this practice fit with national, state, and district standards?  (Answering this question can help you explain your practice and beliefs to administrators and others.)   Here are some websites you may want to visit:

· Illinois Learning Standards http://www.isbe.state.il.us/ils/ela/standards.htm 
· Illinois Benchmarks http://www.isbe.net/ils/html/linking_tools.htm 
· Performance Descriptors http://www.isbe.net/ils/html/descriptors.htm
· 21st Century Skills (maps of skills for various disciplines) http://www.p21.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=504&Itemid=185#maps
· National Educational Technology Standards http://www.iste.org/Content/NavigationMenu/NETS/ForStudents/2007Standards/NETS_for_Students_2007.htm
4. Extensions and Adaptations—How would the demonstrated practice work in my setting?  What changes would I need to make?  How could it be extended, with other texts or activities or technology?  How could it be adapted to diverse learners?  

5. Questions Arisen—What questions do you want to bring up?  For instance, “How can we address concerns in the community about using comic books in the classroom?”  “How can we keep students’ attention when we need to lecture?”  “Why did you ask writers to use crayons to draw their pictures?”
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