Video Projects 2011 Summer institute
Short Video Interview: Due Friday, June 17
Literacy narratives, put simply, are stories about how we learned to read, write, and compose. They can be a powerful means through which to encourage students to reflect on their own literacy experiences. Through collections of literacy narratives, like the Digital Archive of Literacy Narratives (DALN), we begin to learn something more about literacy in the process of sharing these stories. For the video projects you will complete during this Summer Institute, we will focus on our own stories of our experiences with literacy. 

For the first assignment, you will interview a partner about their experiences with literacy. As you begin your interview, read through the DALN handout on some questions to get you started. 

After the interview, you will edit your footage into a 3 minute video that highlights your partner’s experiences with literacy. 
Longer Video: Due Monday, June 27

· For the longer video project, you will shoot and edit a 5-7 minute video that can take a number of forms. a writing process video similar to the drawing you made on the first day

· longer literacy narrative video

· or a video essay that focuses on an area of your choosing. 

A video essay can explore a topic of interest in or make an argument about the teaching of writing through sound, images, and written/spoken word. Somewhere between personal reflection and scholarly writing, a video essay uses ideas drawn from Institute readings (and elsewhere) to provide context or contrast to examples from the author's experiences.
Here are some suggestions to get started:

· Begin by considering different shots that will be central to your story. These shots may include locations like libraries or classrooms, objects like laptops, or even photos of people who have played a role in your literacy development. For the writing process video, you might begin by videotaping a blank computer screen or a steaming cup of coffee. You could also create some sort of a montage by focusing on several shots that in some way relate to your writing.

· Consider how you will tell your story. Will you appear in the video and speak directly to the camera? Will you narrate your video in a voiceover? Will the scenes speak for themselves?

· Consider the music and/or other sound that enhance your video. Carefully composed music and transitions will make your piece come together.

The major goal of this video is for you to explore your own experiences with literacy, writing, and teaching, broadly conceived.  You will be including this video, with a reflection on your experience making it, in your final portfolio.

