Editing in iMovie

Even though you have imported clips, you actually have not created a video or "movie" yet. To do this, you’ll move your video clips in the Event Library to your project.  The project window is located on the top part of your screen.

1) First, move your mouse to a section of video you would like to add to your project. To select video to add, click your mouse on the video clip and drag it across the footage, until you have highlighted the section you want. (The clip will be outlined in yellow.) You will have to select different clips separately.

2) Drag and drop the footage you have selected up to the project window in the upper left grey area of your screen to add this footage to your project. 

3) You’ll then want to name your project.  Click on the Project Library button in the top left corner, which will show you all of the video projects on your computer.  If you click on the words “My First Project,” you’ll be able to enter new text to name your project.

4) Continue to add the footage you want to the project window. You can click and drag the clips around to put them in a different order.

5) Next, let’s try editing the clips you selected. If you want to get rid of a large section of video, you can highlight this section in yellow and hit delete.  

6)  To split a clip into two separate clips, highlight the clip up to the point where you would like to split it. Go to Edit and select Split Clip.
7)  You can also edit cuts between two clips. To do this, move your mouse to the bottom left corner of the beginning of the second clip, where you’ll find an icon that looks like a wheel or gear. Click it and choose Precision Editor from the pop-up menu.

8) The precision editor window will appear below, showing you a magnified view of your clip. You’ll be able to see the cut point, the blue line that indicates where the first clip ends and the second begins.  (Any footage that is darkened in grey is footage that you have imported, but decided not to include in your project. You can basically ignore this footage, unless there is something in there you want to add back into your project.) To change the point where the first clip ends, move your mouse over the right place and click.  You can also choose a new place for the second clip to start by moving your mouse to the correct point and click to select that spot. To move back to the rest of your project, click the “Done” button to the right.

9) Let's try separating the audio and video elements of a clip. Select clips in your project so that it is highlighted in yellow. Go to Edit, and select Detach Audio.  A purple line will appear over the top of your video clip. You can then click on the purple audio bar and drag it to somewhere else in your project. This can come in handy when you want to import other audio or emphasize/deemphasize certain points of the clip's native audio. 
10) Let's try editing the audio volume. Move to the beginning of your video clip and select the wheel icon.  Select Audio Adjustments from the pull-down menu. In this window, you can adjust the audio volume, fade the audio in or out, and you can also “duck” the audio, meaning that you can automatically reduce the level of the other audio tracks (like music) so that you can hear the people talking on your video footage.
11) Lastly, let’s add a title. Select the T button on the right hand side of the screen, underneath the viewer.  You’ll see several options for positioning the text on the screen. Select the one you want, and drag it onto your video footage.  If you would like to place the title over a blank screen, move it past your first clip, and the title will be added before your first clip.  After you have dropped the title in the right place, a text box will appear over your footage in the viewer.  You can edit the text here and change the font.
12) So you've learned the very basics of editing in iMovie: arranging clip order, editing the length of clip, separating the audio and video elements, and editing the audio volume. There are so many other features in iMovie to assist you in the communication of your rhetorical meaning, but these basics should be enough for you to complete the first video sketch.

Adding Music to iMovie Project

Adding music to your iMovie project is pretty easy. If you've already downloaded the clip to your computer, you can save it on the desktop or in your iTunes library. If you'd like to take music from a CD and put it in your movie, follow these instructions:
1) Insert the CD into the disk drive of your computer, and then open up iTunes.
2) The program will ask you if you want to import the entire CD; if you'd like to, click yes. If not, you can go up to File, select Import, select the CD drive, and then select the song you would like to import. This will take a few minutes, and the song will start playing as soon as it is finished.
3) Go back to your iMovie project, and click the music button (looks like a music note) underneath the viewer on the right side of the Screen. Select the iTunes icon. Then select the song you want from the list in the lower box, and click and drag the song to the project window.  If you want the song to play over your entire video, just drag the clip to anywhere in the grey area. A green box will appear behind your entire video, and the music will play over all of it. If the music is longer than your movie, it will just fade out at the end of it.

4) If you want the song to just play over a certain section of your video, drag the song to the precise point in the clip where you would like it to play.  This will create a green box on top of your clip to indicate when the music will play. In most cases, the song will be longer than the clip you would like it to play over.  You can click on the end of the song and drag it back toward the beginning of your clip. This will shorten the song.
5) If you would like to start the song at a point other than the beginning, move your mouse to the bottom left corner of your audio clip, where you’ll find an icon that looks like a wheel or gear. Click it and choose Clip Trimmer from the pop-up menu. You can move the yellow bars to indicate where you would like the music to start and stop.
iMovie Help

Never be afraid to use the help feature in iMovie - it's how I usually remind myself of the step-by-step procedure to accomplish most things in the program (especially when things have moved around for me in the various editions of iMovie I have taught).

Apple also provides detailed step-by-step videos on how to accomplish almost all of the editing tasks you will need to create your video projects.  You can view these videos at: http://www.apple.com/ilife/tutorials/#imovie
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