Our Gardens

Morrow Plots

Gregory Street between the Undergraduate Library and Institute for Genomic Biology 

The Morrow Plots are the oldest continually used experimental agricultural fields in the United States and also the first soil experimental plots by a United States college. They are also the second oldest in the world, second only to the Rothamsted Field, founded in 1843 in England. They were founded in 1876 by Manley Miles, a professor in agriculture, and George Morrow, the first dean of agriculture at the University. Only 3 of the 10 original plots survive, with the observatory claiming 2 plots in 1895 and five others being given back as grassy areas in 1903. Little has changed since 1903 and over almost 150 years of use, the plots have provided invaluable data on the effects of crop rotation, natural soil nutrient depletion, and effects of various man-made and natural fertilizers on crop yield. 

The remnants of the fields, now located at Gregory Dr. at Matthews Ave. in Urbana, were designated a National Historic Landmark on May 23, 1968. The fields are still actively used, and "corn samples are taken to measure yield each year. A small sample of corn from each plot is saved for future analysis. The remaining corn is brought out to the South Farm and stored in our grain bins until it is marketed".

Plant Biology Greenhouse

1201 S. Dorner Dr.

http://www.life.illinois.edu/plantbio/greenhouse

       The Plant Biology greenhouse supports the wide variety of teaching and research activities in the Department of Plant Biology, the School of Life Sciences, and throughout the University of Illinois.

The plants in the Plant Biology Conservatory are from tropical areas around the world. Over 200 species and 60 families of plants currently grow in the conservatory. You will see a diversity of plant forms, like trees, shrubs, herbs and vines. Terrestrial, aquatic and epiphytic habitats are another type of diversity displayed here as well. The landscaping installation was completed in September 1991; all plantings have been made since then. The room is 2,000 square feet and has a maximum height of 37 feet. Many university classes in Plant Biology, Horticulture, Fine and Applied Art, and other curriculums use the Conservatory as a teaching laboratory.

Arboretum's gardens
http://arboretum.illinois.edu/our_gardens/

         The Arboretum's gardens, collections, and habitats are transforming 160 acres of the University's south campus in Urbana-Champaign into an exceptional "living laboratory" for students in plant sciences and fine and applied arts, as well as an oasis of natural beauty open to the public.

Close behind the inception of the University of Illinois in 1867 came the dream of building an area of ornamental grounds, orchards and forest plantations for use by the University and the citizens of Illinois. Although the vision for developing these ornamental grounds was present from the early years of the University, it was not until the later part of the 20th century that generous donations from alumni and friends began to bring the ideas of the University’s founders to fruition. 

· Miles C. Hartley Selections Gardens
Made possible by a gift from the family of alumnus and faculty member Miles C. Hartley, the garden offers hundreds of different flowering plants and is the home of the University of Illinois All American Selections Trial Garden. The Hartley Selections Garden, dedicated in the fall 1994, was the first stage in the Arboretum's development.

Noel Welcome Garden

The next addition to the Arboretum came in 1996, with the construction of the Noel Welcome Garden. Designed to attract and receive visitors, with its pergola, benches, and crabapple hedges, visitors are drawn to the area to discover what lies beyond. The Welcome Garden was developed with a generous gift by Richard and Rosann in honor of their grandchildren.

Idea Garden

The Idea Garden is an ongoing project of the Master Gardeners of the Champaign County Extension Unit. The garden showcases the latest in borders, ornamentals, and vegetables. In addition, there is a special section of the garden for children. Detailed resource information on plants and design ideas is available for each section of the Idea Garden, making it an ideal learning environment for both novices and more advanced gardeners.

Japan House

        The House is comprised of three rooms which were originally constructed in Japan, then shipped to the University and reassembled by Japanese carpenters. These rooms provide formal, semiformal and informal settings, and showcase furnishings provided by the Urusenke Tea School, the premier tea school in Japan. Tranquil gardens surround the House, typical of the Japanese style designed for harmony—tea, dry (raked gravel) and strolling. Japan House is used as a classroom and a cultural center, with regularly scheduled classes teaching Japanese tea ceremony class, calligraphy class, and Japanese art forms. 
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