Libraries

The University of Illinois is internationally renowned as a center for excellence in education and research. These intellectual pursuits are supported by the largest public university library in the country. The University's library system celebrated its 10 millionth volume in 2004 and its total holdings now number more than 23 million items. Headquartered in the Main and Undergraduate Libraries, more than 40 departmental libraries service the University's needs. In addition to servicing the needs of campus, the library system also trains the next generation of librarians and information scientists. The Graduate School of Library and Information Science is ranked #1 in the country.
Undergraduate Library

1402 W. Gregory
The Undergraduate Library traces its roots to 1949 when the University's Galesburg branch closed and its 25,000 volumes were placed in the Library's first floor reading room. Ten years later, the topic of the third President's Faculty Conference was "The Undergraduate Climate at the University", and the outcome of that retreat at Allerton Park was a resolution to construct an undergraduate library. 

On September 21, 1966 that resolution became a reality with the groundbreaking of the new Undergraduate Library, followed by its dedication three years later on November 15, 1969. Built around a 72 by 72 foot square central courtyard, the two-story 98,689 square foot library has a capacity of 150,000 volumes and seats 1,899, with 166 lounge chairs, 542 4x6 foot tables, and 1,191 study carrels. The University anticipated very heavy use of the new facility and so provided twin 26 by 72 foot entrances with circulation desks, allowing books to be checked out in either one. Today only one of the entrances is in use. 

The Undergraduate Library cost $4,240,125, $3,150,000 for the actual construction, $400,000 for furnishings, and $690,125 for landscaping and other miscellaneous costs, leading to a total cost of $42.96 per square foot. The library itself measures 241 feet 9 inches by 217 feet 8 inches, and is connected to the main library through a 170 by 14 foot tunnel. In 2003, the pedestrian tunnel was redesigned by senior architectural and industrial design students and was painted in a blue/orange gradient, with blue on the undergraduate side gradating to yellow in the middle and finally orange on the main library side. 

The central courtyard of the library is dedicated Edmund Janes James, and the inscriptions around its top are a gift from the class of 1916. The class of 1991 spent $40,000 re-landscaping the courtyard. The large evergreen tree which stands in a concrete pot in isolation on the Undergraduate Library Mall was planted in 1996. 

An often-asked question regarding the Undergraduate Library is why it was built underground. The common answer given by most is that the architects simply didn't want to cast shade on the neighboring Morrow Plots. This is only partially correct. In fact, one of the bigger reasons was that the Campus Master Plan of the day required an open mall behind the Auditorium to maintain symmetry. 
Main Library

1408 W. Gregory
The Main Library, styled in the Colonial Revival / Gregorian form, was largely built in three sections, with the first section finished in 1923, the second in 1925, and the third finished in 1927. Due to construction constraints, the book stacks themselves were actually mounted before the walls were put into place, so the stacks had to be braced like "a miniature office building so as to transmit all the wind pressure from the west wall through the bookstacks to the ground". The main entrance featured twin study rooms for reserved books, seating 250 and housing 5,000 books. 
The reading room on the second floor features fumed oak and is 300 feet long, with shelf space for 16,000 volumes and seating for 516 students. Each of the 27 windows on this floor contains a stained-glass copy of an old printer's mark, fabricated by J. Scott Williams. The twin staircases leading to the reading room feature "The Four Hemispheres: Polar, Celestial, Eastern, Western", a mural by Barry Faulkner. The east foyer of the Library is dedicated in honor of Charles and Millicent Marshall and holds the Presidential Portraits, a series of 6 oil paintings depicting the first six presidents of the University. They are John Milton Gregory, Selime Hobart Peabody, David Kinley, Thomas J. Burrill, Andrew Sloan Draper, and Edmund Janes James. 
The Main Library was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 2000 

ACES Library: Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences

1101 Goodwin

The "Jewel of the ACES campus", the ACES Library, Information and Alumni Center was dedicated October 4, 2001. The $21M facility spans 52,000 feet and "integrates traditional information sources with new learning and information technologies". 

One of the study rooms on the 4th floor is a gift from the College of Agriculture Class of 1941, honoring their 10 classmates who died in the Second World War. 

On the 1st floor, you will find conference rooms and hallways.  The 2nd and 3rd floors consist of study lounges, tables, and carrels.

GSLIS 

Graduate School of Library and Information Science
501 East Daniel Street
The Graduate School of Library and Information Science occupies the former Acacia fraternity house, having previously occupied quarters in the Main Library. 

Music and Performing Arts Library

1114 W. Nevada
The University of Illinois's Music and Performing Arts Library is one of the largest at a public university, and its music holdings are currently ranked very high among music libraries in the United States and, indeed, in the world. Its collections contain more than 765,000 volumes, including over 55,000 books, 520,000 scores, 19,000 microforms, 150,000 sound recordings, and over 20,000 items in other formats and media.
Law Library
504 East Pennsylvania
http://www.law.illinois.edu/library/libmain.asp
The Rare Book collection at the College of Law contains more than 10,000 volumes dating from the sixteenth through the twentieth century in a range of areas from the Anglo-American tradition to renaissance Europe to pre-Communist China.  The law collection is particularly strong in United States and British law and, appropriately, one of the few in America with a comprehensive run of Blackstone's Commentaries. 
               The nation's foremost expert on legal rare books has said of the Rare Book collection at the College of Law that it easily ranks among the top ten in the country. This is due not only the impressive breadth and depth of the collection, but also the inclusion of many items found only at the Jenner Law Library. From the handwritten diaries and case notes of nineteenth century jurists to practitioner marginalia in eighteenth century reporters to the many examples of "ephemera" in the form of sensational cases involving murder and treason, sold as true crime thrillers of the day, the collection is, by any measure, extraordinary.
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