Sports

Armory

505 E. Armory

Competition during the indoor track and field season takes place at the Armory track, located in the heart of campus, adjacent to Huff Hall.  The track surface provides the University of Illinois with one of the finest indoor facilities in the Midwest.

Built in 1914 the William Carbys Zimmerman designed Armory replaced the old “Military Drill Hall”, now known as H.E. Kenney Gymnasium Annex.  When completed the Armory was the largest free-span, no center support system, structure in the world.  The “drill hall” now referred to as the main floor, measures 200 feet by 400 feet with a ceiling height of 98 feet.

In 1927, a multi-story addition was built around the building adding classroom and office space.  The addition, designed by Charles A. Platt, gave the Armory the look it has today, which matches the Georgian Revival style found in nearby buildings such as the Main Library, Huff Hall, and other campus buildings of the time.

Following the 2003 track and field season, a $1.2 million renovation project was undertaken to improve the infrastructure of the Armory track and floor.

Completed in late 2003, the new surface is a 13mm thick, 200m Beynon Encapsulated Polyurethane track that features six lanes on the oval and eight lanes on the straight.

In the field events, the long jump and triple jump have two jumping areas which allow simultaneous running of men’s and women’s events, while the shot/weight area features a concrete circle recessed into the floor.

In addition to the above mentioned structural changes, the Armory Track & Floor also underwent an operational change. Usage of the Armory Track & Floor is now fee based.
ARC Pool: Activities and Recreation Center

201 E. Peabody 

The ARC pool features a 50-meter by 25-yard pool of eight competitive lanes for varsity swimming, as well as an outdoor 50-meter four-lane pool. The pool water is temperature and chlorine regulated by a computerized filter system, and rough water during competition is minimized by trench drains. 

Also featured in the facility is a separate diving area adjacent to the competitive swimming lanes, in addition to an outdoor diving area. The diving facilities include two one-meter springboards over 13-1/2 feet of water and two three-meter springboards over 14 feet of water. All springboards are maxi-flex Model "B" and are mounted on Dura-Firm fulcrums and hinges on top of welded Kiefer stainless steel standards.

The dry-land equipment includes one trampoline and one dry-land diving board, also with an overhead spotting rig. 

The facility has added the Colorado Time System No. 5, one of the most sophisticated timing units available. The sophisticated system provides complete and accurate meet results and times quickly and efficiently.

The ARC pool includes new features as well, such a 1,175 square-foot locker room. Campus recreation is also adding a new hall of fame area inside the aquatic center, in addition to a new scoreboard and video screen. 
Memorial Stadium
1700 S. 4th Street

http://www.athletics.illinois.edu/facilities/facilities/memorial/default.htm


Memorial Stadium was built in 1923 as a memorial to Illinois men and women who gave their lives for their country during World War I. Their names appear on 200 columns that support the east and west sides of the stadium. In May of 2002, the University Alumni Association began a campaign to fund a veterans’ memorial project which recognizes the 1,087 who have lost their lives in battle in World War II, the Second Nicaraguan Campaign, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, Lebanon and Desert Storm.


Donations of approximately $1.7 million by more than 200,000 students, alumni and other friends of the University made the construction of Memorial Stadium possible. The Athletic Association (now known as the Division of Intercollegiate Athletics) later allocated $509,805 to the project for the construction of the south stands and other stadium additions. The drive was needed to add spaces for the over 30,000 fans who were turned away from games.

The stadium opened Nov. 3, 1923, when Illinois defeated Chicago, 7-0, in a Homecoming victory. The stadium was dedicated officially Oct. 18, 1924, a day that Illinois not only defeated Michigan, 39-14, for a Homecoming victory, but Harold E. ‘Red’ Grange accounted for six touchdowns in what remains the single greatest performance in Memorial Stadium history.

Assembly Hall

1800 S. 1st Street

The Assembly Hall was born out of a need for a single arena that could seat an entire University class. The growing number of students had long since overwhelmed the Auditorium's (Foellinger) seating capacity, so on Honors Day, Friday, May 3, 1963, the new Assembly Hall was dedicated. Designed by Max Abramovitz, the $8.7M building is one of the world's largest edge-supported structures. Abramovitz also designed the Krannert Center for Performing Arts and his firm was responsible for the Philharmonic Hall, the RCA Music Hall, the Time-Life building and the Metropolitan Opera House. When the Assembly Hall was first built, it bordered the University's 9-hole golf course, which later gave way to additional parking for the Hall as its popularity grew. 

The building was constructed on a truly massive scale in every respect. The 400-foot diameter of the building reaches its peak at 128 feet above the center floor. During construction a special horizontal-wheeled tractor was borrowed from missile silo work to wind 614 miles of 1/5" steel wire around the dome's edge, circiling the dome 2,467 times. This placed more than 130,000 pounds per square inch of tension on the concrete, which caused it to squeeze inward and rise upwards, such that the 800,000 square feet of wooden scaffolding which had supported the concrete when it was poured was uncovered and removed. The dome today is 2 inches less than it was when it was originally poured due to this operation. Even the concourse was built on an impressive scale, with 24 bridges leading onto the quarter mile concourse, which is lit by 24 skylights.

A building with such impressive construction pedigree should have a seating capacity to match, and the Assembly Hall does not disappoint. The building has 16,000 permanent seats and for sports events and performances an additional 2,000 temporary seats can be brought in. The center floor can also be covered with 225 sectional panels to create a regulation basketball court, and a unique theater grid hovers 85 feet above the ground. 

Ubben Complex

1750 S. 4th Street

In October 1998, Illinois moved into the state-of-the-art Richard T. Ubben Basketball Complex, the finest building of its kind in the country, on the campus of the University of Illinois. This $5.5 million dollar facility, designed by the Urbana architectural firm Isaksen-Glerum Associates, is a direct result of the university's commitment to excellence in athletics.


The two-story brick and stone structure is designed to blend with nearby sports facilities, including the Bielfeldt Athletic Administration Building and the Atkins Tennis Center. All of the new athletic facilities are built around an east-west axis that will form a new quad. The building is built into a slope, with a first floor main entrance facing north and a second-floor entrance to the south. The building faces a pedestrian walkway linking Bielfeldt with the baseball, soccer and track facilities and the tennis center.


The 40,000-square-foot facility is home to everything the players need to make it through the day. Each player is assigned a locker in their team’s locker room which is adjacent to their team’s player lounge, complete with a big screen television, and video room.  After classes, players can spend time studying in one of the study areas or conference rooms adjacent to the coaches’ offices, or by using the computers in their team’s video room.


When it’s time to get taped before practice, the players just walk across the hall to the fully equipped, state-of-the-art training room located between the men’s and women’s practice courts.


When any player needs to work on their strength and conditioning they have their choice of free weights, Nautilus equipment, treadmills and a Stairmaster in the weight room located just south of the training room between the two courts.

Illinois Track and Soccer Field

1801 S. Wright 

Originally built in 1987 at a cost of $2.2 million, by Daily and Associates, Engineers, Inc., of Champaign, the Illinois Soccer and Track Stadium served as home solely to the men’s and women’s track and field programs for its first 11 years.  In October of 1998, with the addition of women’s soccer in 1996, a $1.2 million renovation (Phase I), overseen by JJR Architects of Chicago, installed lighting for the entire stadium, built a separate throwing area for field events and adapted the grass field inside the track to facilitate soccer.  The field, comprised of Kentucky Bluegrass with a sand base for quick drainage, is noted for its playing surface and built-in irrigation.


Phase II (currently in planning) includes increasing seating to 8,000 seats split with 6,000 seats on the eastside and 2,000 seats on the westside, a permanent press box, locker rooms, rest rooms and a concession stand.


The first event held at the stadium was the April 18, 1987 Illinois Invitational track meet.  The facility was built as a replacement to the longtime home for Fighting Illini track and field, Memorial Stadium, which replaced Illinois Field in 1923.  Other track events hosted include the 1990 and 1997 Big Ten Outdoor Track and Field Championships.


The recently upgraded facility was the site of the 2000 Big Ten Conference Women’s Soccer Tournament. The Illinois Soccer and Track Stadium is located just steps away from the Bielfeldt Athletic Administration Building, where the track and soccer programs coaches offices are housed.

Illinois Field

Illinois Field, one of the finest collegiate facilities in the Midwest, serves as the home of Fighting Illini Baseball.  Constructed in 1988 the ballpark saw its long-anticipated facelift during the 1999 season when lights were installed in time for five night games, and in doing so made Illinois one of the first four Big Ten schools with the ability to play night games on its home field. Illinois Field’s newest addition features six light poles evenly spaced outside the perimeter of the stadium.


A symmetrical stadium, Illinois Field measures 330 feet down the lines, 370 feet to the alleys and 400 feet to center field. The entire complex features a clubhouse complete with lounge, locker room, four batting cages, two bullpens, a 25-person press box and permanent seating for 1,500.  Lawn seating provides space for up to 3,000 and was tested to the limits with the record crowds drawn to Illinois Field to watch Illinois play in the 1998 Big Ten Tournament.
Atkins Tennis Center

1800 S. Lincoln Ave.

Atkins is the home of the University of Illinois women’s and men’s tennis teams and is located in Urbana, Illinois. This facility is open to the public and offers a variety of programs and events for tennis players and fans of all ages. 

The tennis center features six indoor and 20 lighted outdoor tennis courts. In addition, Atkins features public locker rooms for women and men which are open to all users of the tennis center. Atkins’ pro-shop, which is located inside the main entrance, features racquets, apparel, shoes, accessories, and stringing services for players of all ages and ability. The tennis center also holds offices for the Illinois coaches and with the addition of the Khan Outdoor Tennis Complex in the spring of 2009, came new first-class locker rooms and sports medicine and training areas.


Not only is Atkins the home of the Illinois teams, but it also plays host to a number of elite events. Since 1996, Atkins welcomes the world’s top professional players as they compete in the JSM Challenger. Each July, Atkins also hosts the USTA Boys 18 National Team Championship. During the fall, girls and boys from around the world compete in the Illinois USTA/ITF Junior Tournament. Throughout the summer, juniors and adults from around the Midwest travel to Champaign-Urbana to participate in one of the U of I Nike Tennis Camps.

Eichelberger Field Martin Softball Complex

1201 W. Florida

Eichelberger Field is one of the premier softball facilities in the country. Built into the side of a hill overlooking Florida Avenue in Urbana, the stadium provides great sight lines and seating for 1,500 fans. The fence measures 200 feet from home plate to the corner foul lines and is 210 feet from home to the center field fence. An inning-by-inning scoreboard overlooks the left-center field fence. Additionally, a state-of-the-art clubhouse, press box, concession stand, restrooms and ticket office create a family-friendly environment for the entire Illinois softball community. 


Thanks to the generosity of Lila Jeanne “Shorty” and the late Paul Eichelberger, the Illinois softball stadium became a reality in 2001. 


Eichelberger Field's groundbreaking took place on April 15, 2000. Associate Athletics Director Karol Kahrs introduced Mrs. Eichelberger and spoke of the couple’s long-time support of the university. Shorty’s interest in the advancement of women’s athletics and Paul’s association with the game of softball made the Eichelberger Field project a natural. Through a major deferred gift, in addition to ongoing annual gifts, Eichelberger honored the memory of her husband, Paul, a fast-pitch softball player known throughout Illinois, with the construction of Eichelberger Field. Today, the field stands as a tribute to Paul and has allowed his passion for softball to become a reality for student-athletes at the University of Illinois.


The nearly $2 million project included a sand-based field, irrigation, lighting, batting cages/bullpens, a scoreboard, in-ground dugouts, and a temporary press box.


The Eichelberger Field dedication took place on March 27, 2001, in conjunction with the Illini’s home opener against Valparaiso University. In 2007, Illinois received a $1 million donation from the Rex & Alice Martin Foundation to complete the final phase of the softball complex. The phase included the construction of a permanent press box, rest rooms, a ticket booth, permanent concessions and a clubhouse for the Illini softball team. The clubhouse features team locker rooms, players' lounge, equipment room, sports medicine training room, weight training and conditioning room, and coaches' locker room.
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